Political Science 533: Russian Politics

Quintin H. Beazer 


Department of Political Science

3078 Derby Hall: 614.292.3197  


beazer.1@osu.edu
Office hours: W 1:30-3:15, or by appointment.
Attempts to build market economies and develop democratic systems of government provide a unique opportunity to study some of the central questions in social science: What is the relationship between democracy and the market?  How does private property emerge? To gain a better understanding of these questions, this course examines developments in Russian politics. While some comparisons will also be made to the former communist countries of Eastern Europe, the class focuses primarily on Russia and the former Soviet Union. 
This course will cover the recent history of the postcommunist world, but rather than trying to keep up with currently unfolding events in the region and the ever-diverging paths taken by the former Soviet countries, it takes a broader perspective on transition.  A main goal of this course is to help students develop theoretical tools for interpreting and understanding events across the region as a whole rather than follow the various individual histories of each postcommunist state.  To accomplish this goal, the course will draw on literatures from comparative politics and political economy to introduce students to the major debates on economic and political reform.
Requirements
Midterm Exam


30%

Final Exam


30%

Research Paper


25%
Country Presentation


  5%
Participation

 
10%

Required Readings
In addition to the readings that will be available online via the class Carmen site, the following books should be purchased from SBX.

Mary McAuley. Soviet Politics, 1917-1991. Oxford University Press. 1992.

Thomas Remington. Politics in Russia. (4th or 5th edition). Longman.

Participation
While I may present short lectures from time to time, the vast majority of classes will be seminar-style discussion.  As such, the success of the class depends critically upon all of us reading and then participating in class discussion.  In addition to detracting from our class, students’ lack of preparedness will be reflected in participation grades. Students are expected to come to each class having done the required readings and having prepared at least two “discussion questions” to ask in class.  To give everyone lots of opportunity to speak in class, I make it a habit to call on students at random to answer questions about assigned readings and and opinions about topics we are discussing.

Country Presentations 
Many of the readings and class discussions will focus on Russia. This is a course in comparative politics, however, and we will try to compare often the experiences of the various postcommunist countries. To help us learn about those countries we may not cover in depth, students will sign up in class to make a short (3-4 min) presentation on the economic and political development of a particular postcommunist country -- not Russia -- since the fall of communism.  On your assigned day, you will present to the class a brief outline of the political and economic events of the country you have chosen.
Term Paper

For the term paper, you will have to compare Russia and another postcommunist country on an aspect of economic or political reform of your choice.  Late papers will lose one full letter grade for each day that they are late. More instruction on the specific details will be handed out early in the quarter.
You can choose from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, or Uzbekistan.  Students may also choose to follow a post-communist country of Eastern Europe: Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Romania, Slovakia, or Slovenia. The latter group of countries will be discussed less frequently in the lectures, but there is more secondary literature available. Many of the lectures and readings will focus on Russia.  Some journals and publications available online and through the library that will allow you to follow a particular country include:
1) The East European Constitutional Review
2) The Freedom House Annual Human Rights Survey
3) The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), Transition Report
4) The Journal of Democracy

5) Europe-Asia Studies
6) Central Asian Studies
7) The Journal of Baltic Studies
8) East European Politics and Society
9) Beyond Transition (World Bank)
Several books on reserve in the Science & Engineering Library will also provide information on your chosen country.

1) K. Dawisha and Bruce Parrot, Democratic Changes and Authoritarian Reaction in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and Moldova.  (Cambridge University Press, 1996)

2) Ian Bremmer and Ray Taras, New States, New Politics: Building the Post-Soviet Nations (Cambridge University Press, 1997).
3) Alfred Stepan and Juan Linz, Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation: Southern Europe, South America and Post-Communist Europe. Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996.

4) ed. Dave Weimer, The Political Economy of Property Rights: Institutional Change and Credibility in the Reform of Centrally-Planned Economies. (Cambridge Press, 1997).

5) Freedom House, Nations in Transit. Various years. Check www.FreedomHouse.org
Reading
Week 1. 


Mar. 24
Syllabus


The Soviet Political System
Mar. 26
Mary Macauley, chapters 1-4.
Week 2.

Mar. 31  
Mary Macauley, chapters 5-8.

Remington. Chapter 2, “The Soviet System and its Demise,” 28-50.

The Soviet Economic System and the Collapse
Apr. 2
Anders Aslund. Building Capitalism. Chapters 1 & 2, 20-69.  


David Remnick.  “Party Men.” Lenin’s Tomb: The Last Days of the Soviet Empire. Vintage 1994: 180-197.

Richard Ericson. “The Classical Soviet-Type Economy.” Journal of Economic Perspectives. 5:4, 1991. Fall. 11-27.
Week 3.





Apr. 7
Transition and Democratic Politics

Adam Przeworski. Democracy and the Market. 1-10, 136-191.

Gerard Roland. 2002. “The Political Economy of Transition.” Journal of EconomicPerspectives. 16:29–50.

The First Russian Republic:  1990-1996
Apr. 9
Remington.  Chapter 3, “Russia’s Constitutional Order.” 53-80.


Stephen Holmes. “Conceptions of Democracy in the Draft Constitutions of the Post-Communist Countries.” Markets States, and Democracy: The Political Economy of Postcommunist Transformation, Westview. 1995.  71-81. 


Timothy Frye. “A Politics of Institutional Choice: Post-Communist Presidencies.” Comparative Political Studies. 1997. 30(5): 523-52.



Week 4.  
Apr. 14  
Remington. Chapter 6, “Interest Groups and Political Parties” 146-183.


Dan Treisman, “Why Yeltsin Won.” Foreign Affairs. 1996.

Chrystia Freeland. Sale of the Century. Random House 2000. 190-223.

Michael Mcfaul. “Evaluating Yeltsin and His Revolution.” Russia After the Fall. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 2002.

The Second Russian Republic, 1996-2000

Apr. 16
Chrystia Freeland.  Sale of the Century. Random House 2000. 50-98.

Remington. Chapter 7, “State and Market in Russia’s Economic Transition.” 189-212.

Clifford Gaddy and Barry Ickes. “Russia’s Virtual Economy.” Foreign Affairs. September/October 1998.
Week 5.
Russia and The Putin Era
Apr. 21
Peter Rutland, “Putin’s Rise to Power” Post-Soviet Affairs. 2000.

David Remnick, “Putin’s Russia,” The New Yorker, October 13, 2003.

TBA
Apr. 23
*Midterm Exam*

Week 6.
Support for Democracy
Apr. 28  
Timothy Colton and  Michael Mcfaul, “Are Russians Undemocratic?” Carnegie Center Working paper.

Richard Pipes. “Flight From Freedom: What Russians Think and Want.” Foreign Affairs, May/June 2004. 9-15.

Dmitrii Trenin. “Reading Russia Right.” Carnegie Endowment Policy Brief. 2005. http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=17619&prog=zru

Other Contemporary Issues
Apr. 30
Nicholas Eberstadt. “The Russian Federation at the Dawn of the 21st Century.” National Bureau of Asian Research September 2004. http://www.nbr.org/publications/analysis/pdf/vol15no2.pdf



TBA

Dmitri Trenin and Aleksei Malashenko Russia’s Restless Frontier, Brookings Institute. pages, 15-48. 


Peter Baker and Susan Glasser. “Sick Man of Europe.” Kremlin Rising. Scribner. 2005.
Week 7.  
Economic Reform in Comparative Perspective
May 5
EBRD. Transition Report, 1999, 102-113.




Joel Hellman. “Winners Take All: The Politics of Partial Reform.”  World Politics, January 1998.


TBA


Postcommunist Economic Reform, cont.
May 7    
Joseph Stiglitz, “Who Lost Russia.” From Globalization and its Critics.  Norton Press.

Vladimir Mau, Russian Economic Reform: An Insider’s View.


Asad Alam and Arup Bannerji. “Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan: A Tale of Two Transition Paths?” World Bank Washington DC 2001. 
Week 8.
Democracy in Comparative Perspective

May 12
John Mueller, “Democracy, Capitalism and the End of Transition,” in Perspectives on Postcommunism, New York: Council on Foreign Relations. Ed. Michael Mandelbaum. 1996.

Kathleen Collins. “The Logic of Clan Politics: Evidence from Central Asian Trajectories.” World Politics, January 2004, 56:2, 224-261.

Go to http://www.freedomhouse.org/ for articles and data on democracy in the postcommunist region and across the globe.
May 14
Michael Mcfaul. “Transitions from Communism,” Journal of Democracy. 16, 3 July, 2005. 5-19.


Henry Hale. “Regime Cycles: Democracy, Autocracy, and Revolution in Post-Soviet Russia.” World Politics, October 2004.

Adrian Karatnycky. “Ukraine’s Orange Revolution.”  Foreign Affairs  March/April 2005, 35-52.
 

Week 9.


Corruption and Crime in Comparative Perspective

May 23
 Keith Darden. “Blackmail as a Tool of State Domination: Ukraine Under Kuchma.” East European Constitutional Review. 10 Spring/Summer 2001. 

Federico Varese, The Russian Mafia, Oxford Press.  pp. 37-72.

Anticorruption in Transition. “Who is Succeeding and Why?” World Bank.

Rule of Law in Comparative Perspective 

May 21
Remington, Chapter 8, “Politics and Law.” 216-242.

Peter Baker and Susan Glasser. “ Dictatorship of the Law.” Kremlin Rising. Scribner. 2005. 231-250.


Stephen Holmes. “Can Foreign Aid Promote the Rule of Law?” East European Constitutional Review. Fall 1999. 8:4. 

Timothy Frye and Andrei Shleifer. “The Invisible Hand and the Grabbing Hand.” American Economic Review Papers and Proceedings  June 1996. pp. 554-559.   

Week 10.



May 26
NO CLASS

May 28
Assessing the Transformation and the Future

Andrei Shleifer and Daniel Treisman, “Russia: A Normal Country” Foreign Affairs. May 2004.

Stephen Rosefield, “Russia: An Abnormal Country” European Journal of Comparative Economics. 2005. 2(1): 3-16.

Leon Aron. “Making Sense of Revolution”
Jun. 5
 *Final Exam*
Course Policies

E-mail correspondence: Outside of office hours, the most effective way to reach me is via email.  I will try to respond to emails within 24 hours.  Please plan ahead if you wish to email questions so that you will receive responses in time.  Do not count on receiving prompt replies to last-minute emails.

Academic Honesty: I expect all of the work you do in this course to be your own.  No cheating or plagiarism (using someone else’s words or ideas without proper attribution) will be tolerated. I will report any cases of cheating or plagiarism to the University Committee on Academic Misconduct, and they will be handled according to university policy. I am happy to answer any questions you have about issues of academic integrity. 
“It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee” (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

